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VOCAB-ILITY



DEMOGRAPHICS
● 3 students receiving SPED services for 

moderate or severe disabilities
● 2 eighth graders
● 1 ninth grader
● All students performed in the 1st percentile on 

MAP reading assessments in Fall 2020 & 
Winter 2021



QUESTION: How can I increase students’ 
vocabulary in a meaningful way?

What area can I focus on to positively impact student reading skills?

Blooms Taxonomy - remember, understand, apply
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—STEVEN STAHL

“The more students use high 
utility words, the better they will 

be able to comprehend text 
that contains those words or 

similar ones.”  



RESOURCES 
UTILIZED

ATTAINMENT RIGHT 
ON READER
Reading curriculum designed 
specifically for MS/HS students 
with intellectual disabilities

NEW GENERAL 
SERVICE WORD LIST
A list of the most 
frequently used words in 
the English language

LESSONPIX
Online subscription-based 
program that allows for 
efficient creation of 
picture/word cards

WORD WALL (Fall 2020)

http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/nawl-new-academic-word-list/
http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/nawl-new-academic-word-list/


PROCESS

SELECT VOCAB 
WORDS

- 6-13 words from 
Attainment ROR 

(1-4 weeks) 
- 5 words from 
NGSL (weekly)

CREATE PICTURE/WORD 
CARDS

Choose 
appropriate 

photos to 
correspond with 

vocabulary words

LEARN 

Explicitly 
introduce words 
via picture/word 

cards & repeatedly 
engage students 

in vocabulary 
words
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SELECT VOCAB WORDS
➢ Choose 5-15 vocabulary words from literature studied 

in Attainment Right on Reader unit
➢ These words are introduced prior to beginning a new 

literary work 
○ Vocabulary instruction
○ Pre-reading strategy

➢ Choose up to 5 words from the NGSL 
➢ These words are introduced at the beginning of each 

week
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CREATE PICTURE/WORD CARDS
➢ Using LessonPix, create picture/word cards 

○ Choose appropriate image to correspond with 
vocabulary word 
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LEARN
➢ Explicitly introduce and teach up to 15 vocabulary 

words at the beginning of a unit
➢ Review words with students at the beginning of each 

lesson of the literary unit 
○ Decrease amount of time spent on words overtime

➢ Explicitly introduce and teach 5 vocabulary words at 
the beginning of the week

➢ Review words with students daily 
○ Decrease amount of time spent overtime
○ Write words/definitions in notebook
○ Discuss parts of speech for each word
○ Create sentences that include vocabulary words
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Encourage class utilization of words
 throughout entire school day



Attainment 
Right on Reader 

Vocabulary 
Examples







New General 
Service List 
Vocabulary 
Examples





OBSERVED 
IMPACT ON 
STUDENTS’ 
LANGUAGE, 
READING, & 

WRITING



Observed Impact

LANGUAGE
Increased use of 
vocabulary words in 
natural conversation 

READING
Increased engagement 
in literature studied

WRITING
Increased use of 
vocabulary words in 
writing

SELF CONFIDENCE
Increased level of 
confidence observed in 
areas of language, reading, 
& writing



REFLECTION & FUTURE PLANS
Next school year (2021-2022), I will have all of the same students in my 
classroom again. I plan to commemorate all of the vocabulary words we explicitly 
studied this year by creating slides and adding them as a digital resource for 
student have access to. Next year, I plan to continue this vocabulary strategy in 
our reading curriculum, but I would like to have students more engaged using the 
vocabulary words in their writing. Some ideas I have in mind for next year: 
students keep an online blog and are challenged to type blog posts incorporating 
a specific amount of vocabulary words within (and with some of those blog 
prompts related directly to our literary studies); assign journal entries twice per 
week encouraging use of vocabulary words-- one that is more structured and 
one that has less guidance and allows more student creativity; incorporate fun 
social skills conversation activities challenging students to use vocabulary words 
in their conversations with others.
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