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Background
In a world full of information it is easy to access text but not always so easy to 
understand it. Our students will grow up with all the information in the world 
at their fingertips and it is part of our jobs as educators to help them sift 
through and understand it. At our school, as with many schools, 
comprehension of informational texts and vocabulary acquisition are two 
areas where our students struggle. We spend a lot of time reading novels and 
short stories because they are usually more interesting to our students, but 
they will encounter informational texts way more frequently than literature in 
their everyday lives. 

By implementing UNO in our school, our students were taught how to 
understand sometimes opposing news stories and vocabulary they had never 
seen before.



Plan
Using the 10 Interdisciplinary Literature Practices, we 
created a schedule for all high school students that 
allowed each teacher in all content areas to take 2 days out 
of the week for a 5-10 minute activity that taught some 
aspect of informational text or vocabulary. Teachers pulled 
text from online news sources so all texts were current and 
relevant. Each student kept all of their activities in a folder 
on their google drive. 



10 Interdisciplinary Practices

1. Recognize that text 
is anything that
communicates a 

message.

2. Employ, develop 
and refine schema
to understand and 

create text.

3. View literacy 
experiences as 
transactional, 

interdisciplinary and 
transformational.

4. Utilize receptive 
and expressive 

language arts to 
better understand 
self, others and the 

world. 

5. Apply strategic 
practices, with

scaffolding and then 
independently,

to approach new 
literacy tasks.

8. Engage in 
specialized, discipline 

specific literacy 
practices.

9. Apply high level 
cognitive processes
to think deeply and 

critically about
text.

10. Develop a literacy 
identity that promotes 

lifelong learning

6. Collaborate with 
others to create

new meaning.

7. Utilize digital 
resources to learn 

and
share with others.



Goals

Students will be intentionally exposed to 
a variety of informational texts and new 
vocabulary words in every content area 
twice a week to help promote a pattern 
of cross-curricular literacy practices.  

By being exposed to these literacy 
practices for informational texts and 
vocabulary while using online news 
sources, our students will be much 
better prepared to interact and 
understand those sources when 
encountering those texts “in the wild.”



At the beginning of the year, each student created a folder in their google 
drive to keep all of their UNO activities in. 

Each content area chose 2 days a week where their first activity of the period 
will be an UNO activity. This was as simple as a bell ringer or as elaborate as a 
quick game or lesson. 

Each content area choose different days with the goal in mind that the 
students will have an UNO activity every day of the week. Ideally, this was one 
day of informational text and one day of vocabulary, though sometimes they 
got two days in a row of both. Sometimes the activity eben lined up with the 
lesson objectives for the day. 

Implementation



Hybrid and Online Instruction
This year our classrooms looked a little different so we got creative for making 
UNO fit into that style of teaching?

In all of our virtual classrooms, teachers added an ongoing assignment for 
UNO. They could add their UNO activity to the document every day they used 
it and students would submit their work that day. When the teacher graded it, 
they would simply return it and it would be read to add to the next day. This 
was super easy when trying to teach both virtual and traditional students 
since they all complete the activity the same way. 



Measurable Success
We intended on using iReady data, but decided to use CERT data since 
the high school seems to take CERT more seriously. We focused on the 
questions on the English and Reading test that dealt with vocabulary and 
the non-fiction reading passages. 

The students took the test in the fall and just recently again in the spring. 
We noticed measurable growth in the specific questions and the test 
scores as a whole. 



Measurable Success
9th Grade English Student A(9th):
Fall Composite-13 English Fall:10 English Spring: 18 
Spring Composite-15 Reading Fall: 14 Reading Spring: 21

Student B(10th):
9th Grade Reading English Fall:16 English Spring: 20 
Fall Composite-14 Reading Fall: 17 Reading Spring: 22
Spring Composite-15

Student C(11th):
English Fall:17 English Spring: 19
Reading Fall: 18 Reading Spring: 22



Examples:
11th grade Social Studies

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-picture-may-4-2020.html

5-10 minute Activity: Show the picture for the weekly “What’s going on in this picture” segment from the New York Times website. 
Give students the prompt below and allow them time to answer (2-3 minutes)  then ask for volunteers to give their answers and 
reasoning (1-2 minutes). Show them the correct answer and discuss. (2-3 minutes) 

Prompt: 
What do you think is going on in this picture? 
When do you think this picture was taken?
What context clues lead you to this answer

Student Response: 
1. I think the man on the ground is demonstrating how to do something.
2. Due to the colors and the clothes, I think this was probably taken in 

the 60’s or 70’s. 
3. He looks like he is in some kind of military position and looks like he is 

wearing a uniform. Everyone around him seems to be watching him
Which makes me think he isn’t hurt or looking for something. He also 
appears to be in some kind of arena or field so maybe they are doing 
a reenactment. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-picture-may-4-2020.html


Examples:
10th grade Biology 

Source: https://www.hellobio.com/blog/ten-of-our-favourite-science-memes.html

3-4 minute Bell Work: Put the meme on the board and ask students to define an amino acid 
(should be before this lesson is taught). Give them the true definition to add in their 
notebooks.

Student Response: 
My definition: Amino acids are the things you get from food to help nourish your body and make it function.
Real Definition: any of a group of organic molecules that consist of a basic amino group (―NH2), an acidic 
carboxyl group (―COOH), and an organic R group (or side chain) that is unique to each amino acid.

https://www.hellobio.com/blog/ten-of-our-favourite-science-memes.html


Examples:
9th Grade Economics

Source: https://www.huffpost.com/entry/four-day-workweek-coronavirus_n_5ef63751c5b612083c4d2696

Instructions: Read the article and answer the following questions:

Recall: Which country is this country referencing?
Comprehension: Write a 1-2 sentence summary of this article.
Analysis: What do you believe will be the outcome of adopting a 4 day work-week? Why?
Vocabulary:What does the word “orthodoxes” mean in this article?

Student response: 
1. Nova scotia
2. This article is about Nova scotia changing their work week to adapt to the pandemic. their workers are working half the 

time at home and half in the office. It then explains the reasons we have a 5 day work week and the potential benefits 
for a 4 day work week. 

3. I think we should have a 4-day work week. The pandemic has shown that many people can work from home if they need 
to . So many people have a hard time with finding babysitters and a way to work and cutting off that day would help 
everyone out. I don’t think the US will ever go to a 4-day work week though. 

4. Orthodox means beliefs

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/four-day-workweek-coronavirus_n_5ef63751c5b612083c4d2696


Examples:
10th Grade English

Source: Newsela
Instructions: Read the passage and answer the question
The popular video-sharing app TikTok could be banned from being downloaded in the United States. So could WeChat, a messaging app with millions 
of users.
The U.S. Commerce Department makes rules about trade and business. It said September 18 it will outlaw TikTok and WeChat from U.S. app stores 
on September 20. The U.S. government also will restrict how people can use the apps in the U.S. 
Both apps are owned by Chinese companies. The order said there are concerns about national security and data privacy. The U.S. believes China 
could be improperly using data from the two apps to spy on U.S. citizens. Both apps store their users' data, like personal information.
The announcement follows weeks of dealmaking over TikTok. President Donald Trump has pressured the app's Chinese owner to sell TikTok's U.S. 
business to an American company. Recently, California tech company Oracle said it would buy TikTok's U.S. business. It is not clear how the latest 
bans will affect that deal.

Prompt: Write a paragraph that summarizes and explains the central idea of the text. Use at least two details from the article to support your 
response.

Student Answer: In the passage, it explains how the app tik tok is getting banned in the u.s. Many Americans and other people around the world use 
this app each day, but there are concerns with it’s privacy and safety. Chinese companies currently own tiktok and another popular app WeChat, but 
the government is afraid China is stealing data to spy on the u.s. The president is trying to get the companies to sell tiktok to a u.s. Company so their 
will not be a security risk.This article is informing readers about the potential ban and the reasons behind it.



Future Plans
We want to grow UNO next year to include the Middle School and 
Intermediate levels. We feel strongly that if all content areas are 
spending a little bit of time on this, our students will make huge gains 
towards vocabulary acquisition and comprehension of informational 
text. 



Final Thoughts
Our students are constantly reading things they find online and 
often they don’t understand it or sometimes can’t recognize that it is 
satirical or even false. By exposing them to online news sources in a 
structured environment it helped improve their comprehension of 
informational texts as well as make them a better informed member 
of society. 

If every teacher did this in our school how amazing would it be for our 
students to have so much focus on literacy in each content area!



Online Resources
https://coretools.ldc.org/curriculumLibrary has tons of mini-tasks if you are looking for different activities 
to use rather than just the same old bell work

https://www.readworks.org/ has informational texts for all grade levels in all subject areas

https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture features weekly pictures without 
captions so students have to use context clues to guess what is happening. They give the answers weekly. 

https://newsela.com/ is another place with news articles where you can change the lexile level and has a 
variety of subject areas. 

https://www.tweentribune.com/ another resources for news articles broken down by subject and grade 
level/lexile

http://www.e4thai.com/e4e/images/pdf2/American.English.Idioms.in.the.News.1000.Phrases.Explained.with.Real.Examples.pdf-Idioms 
in the news give real examples of things people have said (sometimes incorrectly).

https://coretools.ldc.org/curriculumLibrary
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture
https://newsela.com/
https://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.e4thai.com/e4e/images/pdf2/American.English.Idioms.in.the.News.1000.Phrases.Explained.with.Real.Examples.pdf

