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 “There are many little ways 
to enlarge your world. Love 
of books is the best of all.” 

-Jacqueline Kennedy 
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1.
The Dilemma 
An introduction



✦ In today’s classroom, students 
struggle to maintain attention to a 
text, especially one that is 
complex.

✦ Students do not enjoy reading 
novels.

✦ My students were not engaging in 
classroom discussions that 
furthered their understanding. 

✦ Teaching during a pandemic has 
furthered the gaps in interest of 
reading. 5



The Goal
Throughout the course of the 2020-2021 
school year, it has been my goal to build my 
students’ engagement in literacy as well as to 
develop enthusiastic, passionate readers. In 
doing so, my students will have unlimited 
access to the world around them. They will 
have the opportunity to view literacy as a 
way to connect with characters that are 
similar to them as well as to fully discover 
and develop their identity. After all, literacy 
can be viewed as a window, mirror, or door!
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Areas of Focus
✦ 7th Grade English, 

Language Arts

✦ 7th Grade Reading 
Intervention
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Reading Materials-Novel Study 1

“Prisoner B-3087”
       By Alan Gratz

Accompanied by the 
following Informational 
Texts: 

“The Children Who 
Escaped the Nazis”

8



Reading Materials-Poetry
A Compilation of Poems

✦ “Hope is the Thing With Feathers” Emily Dickinson
✦ “If I Can Stop One Heart from Breaking” Emily Dickinson
✦ “A Time to Talk” Robert Frost
✦ “Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening” Robert Frost
✦ “Two Butterflies Went Out at Noon” Emily Dickinson
✦ “My Shadow” Robert Louis Stevenson
✦ “Autumn” Thomas Hood
✦ “The Raven” Edgar Allen Poe
✦ “The Cloud” John Wilson
✦ “The Brook” Alfred Lord Tennyson 
And many More! 
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Reading Materials-Novel Study 2

“A Long Walk to Water”
       By Linda Sue Park

Accompanied by the following 
Informational Texts: 
✦ “Loss of Culturally Vital Cattle” The 

Washington Post 
✦ “Sudan’s Civil War”
✦ “Sudanese Tribes Confront Modern 

Warfare” The Washington Post
✦ “The Conflict in South Sudan, 

Explained” Vox
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Engagement Strategies 
Implemented 11



Vocabulary Graffiti 
For this activity, the students were assigned a 
vocabulary word for the upcoming novel study 
of “A Long Walk to Water.” Students were asked 
to define the unfamiliar word on the back of the 
card. On the front, the students were to create a 
visual that would help them remember the 
meaning of the word. This helped build 
background knowledge as well as to further 
their vocabulary. It also served as a way to 
engage students in pre-reading activities.
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Student Work
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Blackout Poetry
Students were given an excerpt of an 
intense portion of our novel “Prisoner 
B-3087.” The assignment was to create 
a poem in which they captured the 
tone, mood, or plot elements of the 
selection. The picture then was to 
represent what the poem depicted. 
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Student Work
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Student Work
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Project Based Learning 
At the beginning of our “A Long Walk 
to Water” novel study, students were 
presented with the following Essential 
Questions.
✦ The life of a refugee is one that 

changes. What is life truly like for a 
refugee and how do we bring 
attention to the topic in order to 
create change?
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Project Based Learning 
After completing the novel study, students 
were to combine their knowledge of Salva’s 
life as a refugee with their research to 
develop a 3-5 minute digital presentation that 
discusses the plight of refugees as well as how 
we can create change. In their presentation, 
students were to spotlight the life of 1 refugee 
other than Salva (the main character in the 
novel). 
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Project Based Learning 
Through this project, students learned and 
utilized the following skills:
✦ Collaboration
✦ Speaking and Listening skills
✦ Research
✦ Determining the Credibility of sources
✦ Utilizing technology to demonstrate 

learning
✦ Adhering to deadlines
✦ Self-monitoring 
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Student Work
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Student Example 1

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YwZ3GZL861AgBauOKNzacf2qhmzCjfmw/preview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YwZ3GZL861AgBauOKNzacf2qhmzCjfmw/view?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-65AwiR2NHYPjDQIHSwUByspUHseIJLh/preview


Character Autopsies 
This activity helped students to analyze a character’s 
motivations and perspectives. They identified different parts 
of the character and what they symbolized.
✦ Heart-what does your character love? What drives or 

motivates them?
✦ Eyes-what is your character’s perspective of the world?
✦ Hands- if your character could hold on to one thing, 

what would it be?
✦ Brain- what are your character’s thoughts and dreams?
✦ Feet- where are they in the text? If reader’s could walk, 

a mile in the character’s shoes, what would they 
experience?
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Student Work
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Culminating Projects-Student Choice 
At the end of our first novel students were given a project to 
complete to take the place of a comprehensive exam. 
Students could choose one of the following projects to 
complete: 

1. One Pager
2. ABC Rigorous Reading Chart
3. Writing a Test
4. Diorama
5. Book Commercial
6. Written Book Report
7. Writing a Script
8. Timeline
9. Map

10. Themes Presentation
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Student Work
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Escape Rooms
No student enjoys reviewing content 
through the use of a worksheet! To 
review the standards taught, I utilized 
escape rooms in which students must 
complete tasks to obtain clues that 
will help them ESCAPE! I found that 
students did not complain about 
reviewing and having to read because 
they were focused and engaged!
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Student Work
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Gamifying Learning 
Games are another way to review in 
which students are able to be more 
engaged than simply completing a 
worksheet. Here are some of my student’s 
favorite review games! 
✦ Zoink! 
✦ Gimkit (especially the among us 

version)
✦ Quizzizz
✦ Quizlet Live
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Creative Writings
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Throughout the course of the year, my 
students have completed various writings that 
help increase their writing fluency but also 
have helped them to apply their learning. 
Below is a list of various writings my students 
have completed. 
✦ Thanksgiving Poetry Slam
✦ I am poems
✦ Perspective journals
✦ Acrostic Poems
✦ Haiku’s



Student Work
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The Results



 “With all the activities that we have 
done in ELA, like black-out poetry, 
vocab graffiti, and book projects it 
makes reading books fun. With 
doing these activities instead of just 
reading the book and taking a test, it 
helps me learn and understand what 
I read better.” 
K. McIntyre, 7th Grade
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 “In ELA, we’ve done a few things 
since I’ve started back in school. One 
activity is the I Am poem. It Kind-of 
helped me open up more. Another 
activity that has helped me learn 
better is the character autopsy. It 
helped me understand the 
characters more.”
B. Holder, 7th Grade
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 “The blackout poetry activity helped 
me understand mood and tone 
throughout the book. It also helped 
make class more interesting.”
J. Simmons, 7th Grade
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 “Reading “A Long Walk to Water” 
helped me understand and realize 
the struggles that many refugees 
face every day. Learning about the 
refugees and their life is interesting. 
I believe our class as a whole learned 
about people around the world.”
E. Cooper, 7th Grade  
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 “Our classroom activities have always been fun and 
help me better understand the topic. When we were 
reading Prisoner-B, doing projects and writing 
about it actually brought the tragic tale more light. It 
helped me bring the novel into a more real life 
version. Along with our current book, A Long Walk to 
Water, it has brought the bloodcurdling tales into a 
real life prospect. Doing our essay on it made me 
realize how much refugees are actually struggling. 
With our refugee spotlight we got to explore and find 
more stories and how refugees overcome their 
challenges. So, our projects have made a world of 
difference in how I perceive things in the world 
around me.”
H. Carpenter, 7th Grade 
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COVID-19 Implications and Effects
Due to various 
NTI shutdowns 
due to COVID, 
submitting our 
various projects 
proved to be 
difficult. Some of 
our instructional 
time to work on 
these projects 
was cut very 
short. 

Due to COVID 
regulations, the 
sharing of 
materials 
(especially library 
books) made me 
unable to hold 
book tastings and 
literature circles 
as I had hoped. 

I had planned to 
implement digital 
storytelling and 
podcasts. 
However, the unit 
that I had planned 
to utilize those 
activities fell 
during one of our 
NTI shutdowns, 
which altered 
how I presented 
my instruction. 
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Other Factors
At the beginning of the year, I attempted a flipped classroom 
approach. This proved to be challenging because my students 
struggled to complete their portion of the work at home. It 
did help facilitate classroom discussions, however. 

Moving forward, this is something that I will need to begin at 
the start of the school year and continue utilizing so that my 
students understand the expectations and become used to 
the approach. 
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Moving Forward
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1 3 5

642

Implementation of 
Literature Circles 
to further student 

choice and 
engagement 

Partner with the school 
Librarian to implement 

book tastings as a way to 
foster a love of reading.

Implement Project 
Based learning in more 

units 

Utilize digital storytelling and 
podcasts as a formative 

assessment as well as a way to 
foster creativity and engagement

Implement the vocab 
graffiti activity as a way to 

continue building 
vocabulary as we read

Provide students 
the opportunity to 
share/publish their 

work in a more 
public way


