
Share Fair 
Virtual Engagement in Literacy

April 24th 2021



Rationale: 

Teaching 8th grade English virtually has been a struggle for many reasons, 
although the biggest I have experienced has been student buy in and interest in 
reading. 

Preview: 

In this slideshow you will find ways in which I was able to grab the attention of my 
students and help them with comprehension of historical fiction, and non fiction 
texts, as well as communicating via writing an informational extended response.   



Steps to gain interest in reading and writing virtually...

Step 1: Introduce the text chosen in a way that sparks reader interest.

Inside Out and Back Again is the story of Ha and her family being forced to move to 
the United States because the Vietnam War had reached their home, and it was no 
longer safe. They board a navy ship and flee. Upon spending a couple months at a 

refugee camp, they end up moving to Alabama.

This novel was 
chosen with the 
demographic of my 
students in mind

The middle school in 
which I work 
represents a student 
body from over 38 
different countries 
(some of which have 
experienced fleeing 
their own homes



Steps to gain interest in reading and writing virtually...
Step 1: Continued… in addition to the novel Inside Out and Back Again, students read, listened and interacted with 

additional texts with the same topic. 

● Inside Out and Back Again 

● "Forgotten Ship:  A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell" 

● You can also use your note catcher from our guest speaker  

   Novel

Radio Interview Script

Guest Speaker Notice and 
Wonder Note Catcher

http://lgnavigators.weebly.com/uploads/5/8/5/2/58521739/insie_out_and_back_again.pdf
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/129484369


Steps to gain interest in reading and writing virtually...
Step 2: Explain summative assessment to show students goal of unit

Unit 2:  Write to Inform Extended Response

Prompt: Refugees across various times and cultures have faced nearly insurmountable challenges when fleeing 
their homes due to a variety of reasons and circumstances. Throughout their journey of finding home, common 
universal themes of survival can be observed.  We’ve heard and read different perspectives in this journey in this 
unit. 

What specific challenges do refugees face when fleeing home? Compare these challenges from at 
least two sources.  Cite at least two pieces of strong evidence to explain your answer. 

Links to texts provided here:

Inside Out and Back Again 

"Forgotten Ship:  A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell" 

You can also use your “Notice and Wonder” worksheet from our guest speaker

http://lgnavigators.weebly.com/uploads/5/8/5/2/58521739/insie_out_and_back_again.pdf
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/129484369


Progression of Standards Addressed 
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Skills based - target 
reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. We used 
an array of activities to 
accomplish our goals, 
including a guest 
speaker, real life topics 
for many, etc.



Steps to gain interest in reading and writing virtually...

Step 3: To gain student momentum and make sure that students are reading outside of 
class when need be, we designed: 

● ”Show What You Know” quizzes the assess all parts of the plot diagram via the novel, Inside Out and Back 
Again

● Note Catchers in the form of “Notice and Wonder” worksheets to document questions they had about the 
novel to be addressed in the next class session as well as document and cite evidence of the challenges 
refugees face when fleeing home. 

● Additional texts to read to offer multiple refugee experiences (you will see these listed on step 2. 
● During class “Show What You Know As You Go” comprehension checks in the chat box each lesson.

Ha’s brother Kuang 
decided he would 
keep something in his 
pocket. What was it 
and what did it 
symbolize? 

What do the 
American 
soldiers have to 
do with refugees 
fleeing Saigon? 

What challenges did 
Mirsada Kadiric 
experience when 
fleeing home and 
coming to Northern 
Kentucky?  



Speaker, Success Story, Inspiration
This past fall we had a speaker virtually present and talk to our 
students about what it was like to be a refugee. Her story 
showed our students a direct example and relation to the novel 
we were reading, titled Inside Out and Back Again

● Mirsada Kadiric, a Bosnian refugee fled to America in the 
1980’s.

● She spoke of how her life was turned inside out as she face 
many challenges getting to America and then eventually 
how her new home helped her feel as though her life had 
turned back again from her experiences. 

Mrs. Kadiric’s book Novel th
e 

class is 

reading

Mirsada Kadiric



Two of the biggest successes in this unit were the interaction my students had with 
our guest speaker, (noted on slide 11) and their ability to both read and listen to the 
radio interview “Forgotten Ship: A Daring Rescue As Saigon Fell” 

This gave students opportunities to find interest in literacy by using multiple medium 
texts for students to comprehend, relate to and make a culminating claim to write 
their informational extended response

*AND made it an ease for students to access the texts and interviews 
asynchronously via Google Meet Recordings etc.  


