
Vocabulary in 1st Grade

By: Dana Duerson, 1st Grade
Shannon Johnson Elementary School



Focus: Vocabulary
For the past couple of years, our iready scores have been lower 
in vocabulary than all other subskills.  I chose to focus on 
vocabulary to increase the scores in that particular subskill.



Research says….

If students do not know what the word means, they cannot 
understand what they are reading.



More research….
Children’s vocabulary in the early grades related to reading comprehension in the upper grades. � 

● Preschool – Children’s vocabulary correlated with reading comprehension in upper elementary school. (Tabors, 
2001) � 

● Kindergarten – Vocabulary size was an effective predictor of reading comprehension in middle elementary years. 
(Scarborough, 1998) �

●  First Grade – Orally tested vocabulary was a proficient predictor of reading comprehension ten years later. 
(Cunnningham and Stanovich, 1997) � 

● Third Grade – Children with restricted vocabulary have declining comprehension scores in later elementary years. 
(Chall, Jacobs, & Baldwin, 1990)

● Linguistically “poor” first graders knew 5,000 words; linguistically “rich” first graders knew 20,000 words. (Moats, 
2001)



More research...
�

● Vocabulary contributes to the development of phonemic awareness (Metsala, 1998; Lonegan, 
2004) � 

● Vocabulary contributes to more accurate decoding of words whose printed form is unfamiliar 
(Ehri, 2002) �

● Vocabulary contributes to reading fluency because it reads to more accurate reading practice. 
● Children who are behind by 1st grade have a hard time making up the gap. Biemiller; Nagy & 

Anderson



Primary Conclusions from National Reading Panel (2000) 

1. Vocabulary should be taught both directly and indirectly. 

2. Repetition and multiple exposures to vocabulary items are important. 

3. Learning in rich contexts is valuable for vocabulary learning. 

4. Vocabulary learning should entail active engagement in learning tasks. 

5. Dependency on a single vocabulary instructional method will not result in optimal learning. 



In the fall, 60% of my students scored at least one grade below in vocabulary on the Iready diagnostic.



The winter Iready scores showed growth in the vocabulary subskill. Winter scores showed 64% of my students 
scored on grade level or above in vocabulary. 



My plan of action
● Word of the week
● Use of word at home (family involvement piece)
● Games and activities to increase vocabulary use
● Interactive Word Wall (did not implement due to COVID)
● Reading Strategies Text 11.3 “Insert a Synonym”
● Reading Strategies Text 11.11 “Infer to Figure it Out”



Word of the week



Student Work Samples







Parent involvement
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/fir
st-grade/vocabulary-activities-your-first-grader

https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/first-grade/vocabulary-activities-your-first-grader
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/first-grade/vocabulary-activities-your-first-grader


Outcome and thoughts….
● Covid was a huge disruption: lack of in person learning, departmentalized teaching
● Gains were made in vocabulary from fall to winter diagnostic windows
● Spring diagnostic has not been administered at the time of this presentation, hopeful of gains shown 

once again
● Kids loved having word of week


