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Relationship with Reading and Writing 

.

Mentor Sentences 
fosters opportunities 

for students to:

Have intentional talk with 
their peers about grammar 

and writing

Learn how to write a variety 
of sentences 

Find the importance of using 
sensory detail in their own 

writing

Notice is what RIGHT about 
a sentence rather than 

looking for things that are 
WRONG.

What is the Purpose 
of Mentor Sentences?

Using mentor sentences in your 
classroom weekly gives students 

the opportunity to grow as 
authors by improving their 

writing and grammar through 
intentional work with books and 

author’s they already know & 
love! 

Mentor Sentences can be 
used for students across a 

variety of grade levels. 
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WEEKLY  ROUTINES

Monday

Invitation to 
Label

Students will 
label the parts of 

speech in the 
mentor sentence. 
At the beginning 

of the year 
students will not 

know the parts of 
speech. Students 
will grow in this 

area weekly 

Tuesday

Invitation to 

Revise

Students will 

revise the weekly 

sentence after 

watching their 

teacher model. 

Wednesday

Invitation to 

Imitate

Students will 

imitate the 

mentor sentences 

by writing their 

own sentences 

that follows the 

same structure. 

Thursday Friday

Invitation to Notice: 
Read the mentor 

sentence book with 
students. Choose 
one sentence from 

the book to focus on 
for the week. 

Students will then 
jot down things 
that they notice 

about the sentence 
that makes it a 

“good sentence.” 

Show What I 

Know

Students will 

complete a quiz 

that focuses on 

the weekly 

focus skill for 

the week. 



SLIDESMANIA.COM

SUCCESSES
Students were more engaged in reading and 
writing mini-lessons.

Students were imitating mentor sentences in their own 
writing. This was a skill they were able to transfer to other 
areas.

Student’s grammar and writing skills improved

With mentor sentences, our very young students were 
introduced to more complex content in the fall. 

Kindergarten students were introduced to 
grammar very early in the year.

Our students looked forward to each day’s mentor sentence activities. 
They were more engaged in the reading workshop mini-lesson sand made 
connections between the two.
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CHALLENGES

Student Discourse
Students must be taught how to discuss content related topics in 
class. With our virtual setting, this made it extremely difficult. We 
did a much better job once we came back in person, but the 
students were not able to have rich conversations through the 
computer.

  Consistency
One of the most important aspects of Mentor Sentences is consistency. 
Due to the type of school year we had with going back and forth 
between virtual and in-person learning the consistency of mentor 
sentences was very difficult. 
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STUDENT WORK SAMPLES
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NEXT STEPS
■ Continue to use mentor sentences during the (more normal) 

2021-2022 school year. 

■ Encourage other grade levels in our school to incorporate mentor 

sentences into their ELA workshops. 

■ Plan ways to celebrate students in the classroom as they use skills 

learned in mentor sentences in their own writing. 
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RESOURCES

Click on images to be taken to resource

https://www.ideasbyjivey.com/grades-k-2-mentor-sentences/
https://www.readingandwritinghaven.com/fun-ways-to-use-mentor-sentences/
https://www.bespokeclassroom.com/blog/2018/7/12/how-to-get-started-with-mentor-sentences-in-the-ela-classroom
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Thank you!
Sarah Smith        Amy Owsley

Marnel C. Moorman School
Shelbyville, KY 40065

502-647-0204


