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Goal: Improve writing and reading in my classroom 
This strategy improves all areas of literacy. (My school needs to improve in the area of writing and that is why I chose this strategy.)

It has also helped improve my students vocabulary, comprehension, and visual literacy skills as well.

I used it during my guided reading stations.

Instead of using large posters (I didn’t have any.) the photos in my scholastic news  pamphlets worked when I cut them out and placed them 
on a large piece of paper to hang in the classroom.

We would read books about the topic, watch videos about the topic (when time allowed), and read the scholastic news articles.

After doing all this we would web key vocabulary on the poster and in their own journals.  After that we would write about the topic using the 
new vocabulary from the web above.

I also have all the posters and webs hanging on the ceiling for all students to use as a picture word wall for future writing activities.  We also 
use the posters as we need them when learning about other topics, sounds,  or skills. Example: we referred to the word pygmy several times 
on one of the posters webs to remember that pygmy means small.

This strategy has been fun and the journals are a great way to see the students progress throughout first grade.  (I know their parents will 
love getting these in May.) 
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