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My name is Laura Combs.  I have been teaching 
for almost 28 years. I am the Librarian at Oneida 
Elementary. This year I am team teaching in 1st 
grade for the first half of the day, then I teach 
library classes for the second half of the day.  I 
also work with Kindergarten for an hour a day in 
Reading Workshop.  I chose to work with word 
recognition because it is so important in K-1 
fluency.   

          laura.combs@clay.kyschools.us 



My Name is Ashley Hubbard.  I currently teach 
3rd grade at Goose Rock Elementary in 
Manchester, KY.  This is my second year teaching 
3rd grade, but I have been teaching for 12 years.  
One of my struggles as a 3rd grade teacher is 
teaching word recognition.  This is why I choose 
word recognition as my study for the LAP.  

         ashley.hubbard@clay.kyschools.us 

 



My Name is Jill White.  I currently teach 1st grade at Corbin 
Primary School.  I have had the privilege of teaching for 28 years.  
This year I am teaching only Reading/Language Arts and teach 
two groups of students while my partner teaches all math and 
science.  We have 24 students in each class.  I enjoy doin this 
because it frees me up to focus on Reading/Language Arts.  I 
chose focusing on Foundational Skills with Word Work activities 
because this is a consistent area of struggle for our students 
and mastery in this area is a key increased fluency in 1st grade.  

                                        jill.white@corbin.kyschools.us 



SHORT-TERM GOALS LONG-TERM GOALS

*Students will effectively recognize 
new sight words.

*Students will effectively use these 
new sight words correctly orally 
and in their writings. 

*Students will effectively recognize 
new prefixes, suffixes, and root 
words. 

*Students will effectively use these 
new words correctly orally and in 
their writings.  

LAP Goals 



Resources
• Words Their Way Book • Story of the Week/Other Books that 

contain the Special Word Family

• Leveled Readers • Newspapers

• Dry Erase Boards & Markers • Word Study Notebook

• Plastic Bags • Bingo Cards 

• Small Strips of Paper with 
Sight Words • Caps or Pennies

• Picture Cards to match 
each sound • Flip Charts



• Home Visits 

• Remind App 

• Emails 

• Phone calls 

• Family Journals

Family Engagement



Instructional Strategies
• Sight/Prefix/Suffix/Root Words Strategy 

• Students will be introduced to a sight word/prefix/suffix/root in their leveled 
reader.  Students will find the word throughout their book and circle it.  Next 
they will practice writing words on their own dry erase boards while I make 
sure they write it correctly.  Next students will make up a sentence using the 
new word.  I will write the sentence on the board while I allow a student to 
write in the new word.  Next, students will read their leveled reader that 
contains the new word.  Students will also keep new words they have 
learned in their own Word Bank.  We will keep the words either on the wall or 
in a plastic bag. 



Instructional Strategies
• Sight/Prefix/Suffix/Root Words StrategyEvidence:



Instructional Strategies
• Word Hunt/Words Their Way 

• Students will search for words that begin with the particular initial 
consonants, blends, digraphs, prefixes, suffixes, and root words in 
familiar reading materials such as their leveled readers, story of the 
week, other books, newspapers, etc.  Students can work in small 
groups with supervision.  They will record their findings on paper.  Later 
in the year they can work independently.



Instructional Strategies
• Word Hunt/Words Their Way Evidence: 



Instructional Strategies
• Bingo 

• In this version of bingo, students discriminate among 
the initial sounds, prefixes, suffixes, and root words.  
This can be adapted to single consonant, blends, 
digraphs, and word families.



Instructional Strategies
• Bingo Evidence



Instructional Strategies
• Word Family Wheels/Words Their Way 

• Students will read flip chart with different word families, according 
to what we are studying at the time.  They will play with them 
independently or with partners.  This will reinforce blending the 
onset with the rhyme to read words in word families.



Instructional Strategies
• Word Family Wheels/Words Their Way Evidence



Instructional Strategies
• Word Maker/Words Their Way 

• Students will match blends and digraphs, prefixes, suffixes, 
and root words with word families to make new words.  Then 
record in their word notebooks.



Instructional Strategies
• Word Maker/Words Their Way Evidence



• Making Words with Magnetic Letters 
• Students are given instruction and practice in left-to-

right scanning of words and phonological awareness 
through changing/manipulating letters in words to make 
and read new words using magnetic letters.  Students 
may be asked to change the initial consonants, final 
consonants, or medial vowels depending on the skill 
the student or group needs to work on.  

Instructional Strategies



Instructional Strategies
• Making Words with Magnetic Letters/ Jan Richardson 

Evidence



Instructional Strategies
• Sound Boxes 

• Sound boxes were made from The Next Step Forward in Guided Reading by 
Jan Richardson and put them in sleeve protectors so they can be written on 
with wipe off markers and reused.  I tell students a word and they say the 
word slowly as they write the sounds they hear in the sound boxes, then they 
slide their fingers under the word to blend the should together.  Each box 
represents one sound in the word and students may write more than one 
letter in each box.  This helps them better understand concepts like digraphs 
and vowel teams when that skill is being taught.  Soon boxes help students 
hear sounds in words and record the sound in sequence.  They also help 
students during guided writing when students need help writing a 
phonetically regular word.



Instructional Strategies
• Sound Boxes/ Jan Richardson Evidence



Evidence Of Implementation

*Student Word Banks *Pictures of students playing 
game or word notebook

*Word Study Notebook *Flip Charts

*STAR *Early Literacy and Letter/
Sound Checklist

*Sight Words *Recognition Checklist

Reading Levels (DRA)



How to Achieve the Goal
• In the Clay County School district, the students worded on the Odyssey Ware program for school assignments 

from August through December of 2020.  Students were in-person for two weeks in October and then back to 
virtual learning.  On January 11th, we went back to in-person for two days a week at thee days of virtual learning 
with half of the students coming on Monday-Thursday and the other half of students on Wednesday-Thursday.   
Some of the students chose to do virtual learning every day.  


• We will help students achieve goals by using “Words Their Way”, collaborating with our Reading Recovery 
Specialist and using the many different ideas knowledge we learned in meetings for KRP4RTA.


• We have tried to use MAP (Measure of Academic Progress)Score data drive instruction.  The only problem with 
that is, it is not a true score this year.  Most of our students completed MAP test at home and we are almost 
certain that parents helped them with the test because test scores were so high.  Unbelievably high.  We can only 
go by what we see when the students are at school which is only two days a week.


• Students are learning virtually 3 days out of the week so we send home manipulative such as word family flip 



Results
• Over the course of the year, students became more engaged in 

classroom studies. 

• Students were able to have a deeper understanding of vocabulary being 
implemented in the classroom. 

• Students were able to create meaningful sentences using new 
vocabulary orally and written. 

• Students reading levels, sight word recognition, and letter/sound 
recognition increased.


