
MAKING PHONICS 
FUN!

Phonemic Awareness in the Primary Grades



“Once you learn to read, you will 
be forever free.”

-Frederick Douglass
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The Importance of Phonics in Primary 
Grades

- Primary grades set the foundation for 
developing your students into lifelong 
readers.

- It is important to create an atmosphere that 
fosters strong phonemic and phonological 
awareness in the younger grades in order to 
establish a knowledge that your students will 
carry with them to intermediate levels and 
beyond!
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1. Phonological Awareness
The ability to hear and manipulate sound 
structures within words



Some Phonological Awareness Skills:

✘ Rhyme
✘ Alliteration
✘ Syllable Segmenting & Blending
✘ Onset and Rime
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Make it Fun!
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I like to make interactive presentations that will engage my 
students! For example, I have attached my presentation for 
Rhyme Time.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19eyjIlfoU2kQLyC2HX2t8ezDOVr7vmsnLStnkUgFBy4/edit#slide=id.p


2. Phonemic Awareness
The ability to hear and manipulate sounds by 
active listening. (part of phonological awareness)



Some Phonemic Awareness Skills:

✘ Individual Phoneme Isolation
✘ Individual Phoneme Blending
✘ Individual Phoneme Segmenting
✘ Syllable Substitution/Deletion
✘ Phoneme Substitution/Deletion

8



Make it Fun!
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One way to make phonemic awareness fun is to Clap it Out! 
We clap out each phoneme in a word.
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Challenges
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This school year consisted of hybrid, virtual, and full-time 
in person learning! It is difficult to be consistent with 
building phonological and phonemic awareness skills 
without in person instruction. Students had difficulties 
practicing certain skills such as rhyme when  only coming 
to school twice a week compared to grasping concepts 
much quicker when they come to school five days a week. 
However, based on assessment results, there was still 
overall growth in the first grade phonological awareness.



Phonics Pays Off!
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- The image below shows how one first grade class scored on their 
iReady Reading assessment in the fall. We will focus on the 
Phonological Awareness domain.

- Only 2 students on grade level
- 16 students below grade level

FALL iReady Data



Phonics Pays Off!
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- The image below shows how one first grade class scored on their 
iReady Reading assessment in the spring. We will focus on the 
Phonological Awareness domain.

- 8 students on grade level
- 11 students below by only one grade level
- 2 students below by more than one grade level

SPRING iReady Data



Focus on Phonics
Building a strong foundation with phonemic and phonological awareness will create strong readers.
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Extra resources
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Why Is Phonemic Awareness So Important?

95% Phonemic Awareness Screener for 
Intervention (PASI)

Words Their Way by Donald R. Bear

Phonics Dance

https://blog.teacherspayteachers.com/why-is-phonological-awareness-so-important/
http://www.phonicsdance.com/
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Thanks!
Jaci Coomes
1st Grade Reading
Dishman McGinnis Elementary
jaclyn.coomes@bgreen.kyschools.us


