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Why phonics and word 

recognition
I chose this focus because I believe that come next year, 
this will be a lot of my focus on in the classroom. Due to 
online learning, some students are not grasping the 
phonemic awareness skills they would if they were in the 
classroom (some are, and that is great!) But I do want to 
focus on this so I am better prepared to teach my 
students and meet their needs next school year. 



Family Engagement
“The research is overwhelmingly clear, 
when parents play an important role in 
their children’s education, students do 

better in school.” - Unknown
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 Family Engagement

This year has proven the importance of family engagement in 
the classroom. I have learned many ways to keep families 
informed about their child’s learning while also being actively 
engaged in being part of their child’s learning. My main form 
of communication with parents this year is through Class 
Dojo and TalkingPoints. Next school year I plan on sending 
home monthly newsletters to increase family engagement.



Family Engagement

Class Dojo

This app provides 
quick and accessible 

communication 
between parents and 

teachers.

Newsletter
At the beginning of 

each month, I will send 
home a calendar with 
what we are learning 
and how parents can 

help at home.

TalkPoints
With having a large EL 
population, this app is 

incredible. I can send the 
parents a text and it 

translates it their phone. They 
don’t even have to download 

the app. They can respond as 
if texting, and it translate back 

to me in english.



Class Dojo Talking Points

On Class Dojo I post a message at the beginning of 
each week. The message informs the parents of 
what we are learning. I include any reminders at the 
end of the post. Reminders include information about 
our all virtual days, any forms that need to be 
brought back, and events we are having. I always ask 
parents if there are ways they would like to be 
engaged both in the classroom and with their child. I 
also provide resources for parents as well. I will post 
the same message on TalkingPoints so it is 
translated for EL families.



Monthly Newsletter

Starting next school year, I will begin 
with monthly newsletters. The 
newsletter will include a calendar with 
important dates and events for that 
month. It will also include a letter 
where I inform families of what we are 
learning about throughout the month. 
I will provide links to resources they 
can use with their child at home. If 
they would like for me to provide 
physical resources, the families will 
know they can reach out to me at 
any time and ask.



Word Study 

Activties

2.



Reading: Word Family Sort - og, ot, op



Reading: Word Family Sort - og, ot, op

These students are reading at an 
F&P level C.



Student 

Achievement

These two students have a goal to 
identify words with similar patterns and 

sounds. I started them with the short /o/ 
sound and focused on the -ot,-og,-op 

endings. They had to first sort the 
pictures, then match the words to the 

pictures. Both students did this with 100% 
accuracy. From this data, my next step 

will be to move on to different short vowel 
sounds and word endings. The end goal is 

for them to do this often enough that it 
comes naturally to them over time when 

word solving.



Show Me - CVC Words Activity



Show Me - CVC Words Activity

This student is reading at an F&P 
level B.



Student 

Achievement

One of her goals is to construct and 
deconstruct spoken words, syllables, and 

sounds with 90% accuracy over two 
consecutive occurrences. This activity is 
an engaging way for her to do so. When I 

told her a CVC word, she was able to find 
the letters and make the word. She was 

also able to identify vowels and 
consonants. She did well with changing 

the initial sound to make a new word. 
When we moved into final sounds, she 

began to struggle. I will use this activity 
as we continue working on this goal. We 

will continue with final sounds and medial 
sounds.   



Writing
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Writing - What Are You Thinking?

On day 2 of reading “Little 
Seahorse and the Big Storm” in 
small group guided reading, I 
prompted the students to verbally 
tell me what they were wondering 
about and what questions they 
had. I then prompted them to write 
their wonderings and questions on 
the paper. With support and 
guidance, students were able to 
articulate their thoughts and 
transfer them to paper. They are 
on their way to being on grade 
level, which is a level I by this point 
in the year.

These students are reading at an 
F&P level G.



Hunks and Chunks
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Hunks and Chunks



Hunks and Chunks - Video

https://docs.google.com/file/d/10kWGF7VdETc7_ssXolR_X1KySNXym4M5/preview


Hunks and Chunks

Using the “Hunks and Chunks” in my classroom has shown growth 
over the year. Students have an engaging and fun tool in their brains 
to use when word solving. Every day we do this dance, and I add new 
“hunks and chunks” every few weeks or so. During small group guided 
reading when a student gets to a word they don’t know, I prompt 
them to look for any hunks and chunks they might recognize. Then 
they sound the word out using the hunk and chunk. Overtime, 
students are gradually recognizing the patterns of sounds from the 
hunks and chunks in words, making it easier for them to solve 
unknown words.


