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What compelled me during the Summer Institute?

During the Summer Institute, I was 
compelled to incorporate intentional 
family engagement into my literacy 
action plan because my school is 
working to improve in this area.

My literacy focus embedded within my 
plan included comprehension. 
Comprehension is only achieved when it 
is centered around vocabulary, 
phonemic awareness, phonics, and 
fluency.

You can add a note here.
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What I planned to implement in my classroom.
I planned to utilize Jan Richardson’s Next Steps 
in Guided reading to utilize all aspects of 
comprehension throughout the year with data 
consisting of running records to show student 
progression over time. 

I wanted to have family nights once every 
grading period where parents have the 
opportunity to experience being a participant of 
a guided reading group and to see what leveled 
material looked like. Parents would be provided 
with questioning templates, student progress, 
and next steps. 
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Being NTI for the 
majority of the 
school year took 
its toll on Guided 
Reading.

Utilization of 
Digital Literacy 
Footprints 
Daily. 

In person Family 
Nights were not 

possible, but 
digital materials 
were provided or 

created. 

Here's what happened/modifications



1 + 2 = 3
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Here is what my Literacy practices look like:

I pre-assessed my students utilizing the Next Step 
Guiding Reading Assessment Kit that coincides with the 
Jan Richardson Book. Upon completion, students were 
grouped based on their instructional level. Each Guided 
Reading group is conducted for 20 minutes each day with 
a focus on a specific comprehension strategy. 
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Retelling Inferring Asking the 
5 W’s 

Summarizing
Making 

Predictions
Context 

Clues

Here's how this relates to the literature: Comprehension Strategies 
include:
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Here is what my family Engagement looks Like:

Literacy FootPrints

Videos of Leveled Stories

Constant Communication

Other Digital Tools

Progress Checkins

Family Engagement was from a new aspect this school year. 
With the majority of the school year being virtual, my first 
graders needed adult assistance to utilize their device during 
instructional hours making parents become very engaged with 
learning with constant communication and having access to 
my google number where we would text, and have progress 
check ins on a weekly basis to provide strategies to try at 
home.

I provided parents with tutorial videos that I created as well as 
by my district on how to utilize Literacy Footprints. I created 
videos of stories from Literacy Footprints for my Families to 
pause and read independently without having to login to 
Literacy Footprints. My students also practiced specific 
reading standards using EXACT PATH online program as well. 
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Here's how this relates to the literature:

Having parents engaged allows them to be an active tool to 
enhance student learning at home and can provide proven 
results within the classroom. This year, my students with 
engaged parents improved tremendously. An example 
includes, a non reader at the beginning of the year is now at a 
level J which is ready for 2nd grade. The more students 
practice not only saying words, but hearing them will allow 
their fluency to improve. Once fluency improves they can 
focus on comprehension with a stronger perspective. 
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Applications:

What I have learned from this project is that it can be 
utilized with any age group.

Also, the use of digital materials is becoming more 
common today and students will not lose materials 
from the trip to and from school. 

Comprehension is key to understanding and going 
deeper into texts. 

Families want their child to be successful why not 
make them apart of the process, while providing them 
tools to help. 


