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In the classroom I would have had maps labeled with student’s home countries, books with characters 
from all different cultures, books in Spanish, science and social studies materials for lessons and student 
books for independent reading, social skills lessons built into our day, and so much more that NTI could 
not provide.  How did I reach deeper into NTI and it’s restraints to still make my students feel included as 
well as including science and social studies content?



OVERCOMING RESTRAINTS 
WITH LITERATURE

Reader’s Theater in reading 
groups to teach fairy tales, 
fables, and morals.  Each 
group did their own based 
on reading level.

Using a series set in the 
Middle East combined with 
a non fiction text to learn 
more about the region.  
Taught cause and effect 
during series.

Reading a fiction series 
about a dog then reading a 
nonfiction text about dogs 
and completing an animal 
project in Google Slides.

Cause
Effect

1.they needed money to pay their bills.
1. Yousuf’s dad said they must sell the 

family camel.
2. Yousuf yelled, “Shark!”

1. They picked up stuff to make noise.
3. The men on the boat grabbed anything that 
would make noise.

1. The sharks ran away.
4.he was afraid

1. The old man told Yousuf it was good to 
be afraid of the water.

5. Yousuf jumped over the side of the dhow and 
saw what it looked like underwater.

1. He thought it was beautiful down there
6. Yousuf found a bed of oysters.

1. He collected six oysters 
7. Yousuf looked directly in the shark’s eyes and 
rubbed his nose to calm him down.

1. The sharks all went away without       
eating anybody.

8. He saved the divers lives
1. The Nakhuda gave Yousuf his 6 oysters 

back.

Learning about history 
through fiction and 
nonfiction before 
completing a Black 
History Month project.



Other texts in 
Literacy 
Footprints that 
allowed 
students to 
see 
themselves in 
the 
characters.



Science, Social Studies, and Social 
Skills

After learning about 
chickens and hatching 
eggs, students made a 
chicken coop at home.

Visitors from the Snow Desk in the Grand Teton 
National Park taught us about water cycle then in 
reading we looked at the vanishing coastlines and 
melting glaciers to learn how the water is affecting 
people and animal  lives.

Teaching social emotional lessons 
from the chooselovemovement.org 
during literacy block.  Lessons include 
read alouds that we incorporated into 
skill building by making predictions, 
discussing character traits, text to self 
connections, and more.



FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Lots of phone calls and 
emails coinciding with 
attendance and 
participation.  

Emailing copies of 
projects and 
recorded videos to 
family members.

Parents involved in Google 
Classroom- able to see daily 
announcements,  
assignments, and grades.

On the spot answers as parents 
jump on live meetings.

SchoolCNXT is a texting service 
that allows parents to translate 
all the texts and classroom 
notices into their language.



Moving Forward and Take Aways from NTI

Students have become very proficient with their chromebooks and online learning 
platforms.  While in person teaching feels like best practice, some students were very 
successful with online learning.  A student who will be absent for an extended period, such 
as homebound students or students traveling, can continue to do assignments, watch 
instructional videos, read science and social studies materials and not fall weeks behind 
their classmates.
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